REPORT OF THE ILACUC SUBCOMMITTEE
ON
"Stunning with exsanguination of guinea pigs"

PURPOSE:

To evaluate “stunning with exsanguination" as a method of euthanasia in the
laboratories of Dr. Jack D. Wood, Professor and Chairman, and Dr. Helen Cooke,
Professor, in the Department of Physiology, College of Medicine. In accordance with
the 1986 Report of the AVMA Panel on Euthanasia, the subcommittee evaluated,
by direct observation, whether or not the techniques were humane and reproducible.

PERSONNEL EVALUATED:
Dr. Jack Wood June 15 and June 16 (2) animals
Dr. Helen Cooke June 17 and June 18 (2) animals
Dr. Yu-Zhong Wang June 17 and June 18 (2) animals
FINDINGS:

The Procedure: Guinea pigs are placed in a closed container on a swing-arm balance
until the time of sacrifice. The balance is located next to a lab-bench sink. Animals
are weighed and removed from the container. In all cases animals were grasped
firmly by the hind legs. Two investigators also supported the animal at the chest.
In a single motion the animal is swung and rotated so that the head strikes the
benchtop at the sink edge. Under running water, the major blood vessels of the neck

are cut with scissors and the animal exsanguinated. Tissues are then harvested for
in vitro gastrointestinal studies.

Observations:
6 The entire procedure is rapid, taking approximately 2-3 seconds to the
point where the neck vessels are cut.
a The procedure causes no visible distress to the animal.
x5 In all cases, animals were rendered immediately unconscious by a

single blow. The normal procedure of the laboratory was interrupted
briefly after stunning in five instances in order to verify that the animal
was unconscious. The animals’ pupils were dilated, there was no blink
reflex, and no sign of voluntary movements.

4. Exsanguination of the animal was complete and ensured death of the
unconscious animal.






